RELAPSING POLYCHONDRITIS AWARENESS AND SUPPORT FOUNDATION (RPASF) TAKES ON
NEW LEADERSHIP TO ADVANCE AWARENESS AND RESEARCH
New York, NY July 23, 2018 – The Relapsing Polychondritis Awareness and Support Foundation Inc.
(“RPASF” or the “Foundation”) is pleased to announce new leadership. Earlier this month, RPASF
appointed four additional members to its board of directors: Nancy Linn, David Bammert, David DeRosa,
and Michael Linn.
Carol Giordano, founder and former Chair of RPASF said, “We are absolutely thrilled to have the new
directors join the board and serve as officers. Each new director has been an active supporter of the
Foundation since the premiere of Nancy’s documentary “RP The Ride of My Life” in November of 2015.
When we formed the Foundation in 2013, it was my dream to see it grow to be this strong and focused
on serving RP patients and their loved ones.”
Susan “Dale” Ross, founder and former Secretary of RPASF added, “Earlier this year, as part of the
Foundation’s strategic plan to broaden and strengthen its leadership, we were extremely fortunate to
have three highly capable RP patients, Kate Church (Director, Treasurer & Chief Financial Officer), Jennifer
Amato (Director), and David McPherson (General Counsel) join us. At the time, we were hopeful that by
allowing new advocates to have key input in the direction of RPASF that we would attract additional talent
– both RP patients and non-patients.” She continues, “Fortunately, this has occurred, and we are
delighted and optimistic. With the new additions to the Foundation’s leadership team, we are confident
that our RP friends and the broader community will be pleased with what we accomplish prior to yearend
and beyond.”
Nancy Linn, who was diagnosed with RP in 2011, will serve as the Chair of the Board of Directors and Chair
of the Grant Committee. She is an energetic, highly respected philanthropist and advocate for relapsing
polychondritis and autoimmune disorders. Ms. Linn’s philanthropic support focuses on collaborative
research being performed by organizations across the United States.
David Bammert will serve as President of the Foundation. Dave has 30 years of experience in public and
private sector development, including fund development, philanthropic donor research, marketing and
recruitment, and grant writing. He has a proven record of engaging donors to advance research and
designing educational and advocacy experiences to connect researchers with various communities.
David DeRosa will serve as Secretary. Mr. DeRosa is a Mobility Lead at AECOM with over ten years of
experience in both public and private sectors, as well as non-profit. He is based in Los Angeles and his
recent experience has focused on delivery of transportation projects including Connected and
Autonomous Vehicles, Hyperloop, High-Speed Rail, Light-Rail, and Streetcars.
Michael Linn will serve as Vice Chair. He has over 25 years of operational, transaction and start-up
experience in the investment management business. Currently, Mr. Linn is a director of the American
Autoimmune Related Diseases Association, Inc. (AARDA). Previously, he served as a member of RPASF’s
board of directors.

About Relapsing Polychondritis
Relapsing polychondritis (“RP”) is a rare, debilitating, and in some cases fatal autoimmune disease. It
causes the patient's own body to attack the cartilage and proteoglycan-rich tissue. This includes, but is
not limited to, the ears, nose, joints, and upper and lower airways.
About RPASF
The Foundation’s purpose is to:
a. increase awareness about relapsing polychondritis,
b. provide support (primarily through the use of the internet, social media, and patient advocacy
programs) for those who are affected by relapsing polychondritis,
c. support research to advance a cure for relapsing polychondritis,
d. promote quality care for relapsing polychondritis patients, and
e. engage in such other activities in connection therewith that the Board of Directors may authorize,
in all cases subject to the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as
amended, or the corresponding provisions of any subsequent federal tax law (the “Code”).
Below is address and registered agent information regarding the Foundation:
Principal Office
RPASF Inc.
1202 Lexington Avenue, Box 112
New York, NY 10028
Registered Office
5200 Willson Road #150
Edina, MN 55424
Registered Agent
Corporate Creations Network Inc.
For more information about RPASF, including the Foundation’s leadership, governance, and financial
information, please visit www.polychondritis.org.
Business record details are also publicly available on the Office of the Minnesota Secretary of State
website:
https://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=9ab09889-508e-e211-82ac001ec94ffe7f.
About “RP The Ride of My Life”
This powerful documentary about Nancy and her family’s journey through many years of struggling with
painful and debilitating symptoms with an unknown cause, eventually being diagnosed with an extremely
rare autoimmune disease, Relapsing Polychondritis (“RP”), and ultimately finding the strength and
courage to persevere with a purpose to raise awareness about RP, help others in diagnosis and support,
and advance research efforts about this and other autoimmune diseases in pursuit of treatments and
cures.
“RP The Ride of My Life” can be viewed by using the link below:
www.polychondritis.org/the-ride-of-my-life
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